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in the Crimean peninsula and with the  in Jewish
land settlements located in the Crimean steppe.
There are several reasons for this.
In the first place there is a spirit of romance asso-
ciated with the land itself. Geographically Crimea is
the California of the Soviet Union. It borders on the
Black Sea and has mountains and the desert, which
the Russians speak of as the steppe. Greek and Latin
poets have sung the praises of its sunshine and its
climate. In the middle ages Mongol Khans built their
fortresses and castles there. In the modern era the
Czars of Moscow and the Sultans of Constantinople
have repeatedly fought for the peninsula. The Ro-
manovs won it and made it their playground. Here
on its southern slope they built their beautiful sum-
mer palaces and surrounded them with villas for their
ministers. Here, too, they established the little "cozy
cottages" and "Sparrows' Nests," which actually were
sumptuous palaces, for their mistresses.
In the second place there is, or more correctly was,
the glamour of adventure about Jewish colonization in
the Crimea. The Jewish pioneers were not merely
going to the steppe for themselves and their families,
but for the Jewish people as a whole. The Race as
well as the individual was to find its home there. What
Jewish Zionists had dreamed for Palestine, the Jews
of Russia, or at any rate their Bolshevist leaders,
dreamed for the Crimea. It was to become an au-
tonomous Jewish republic. The Soviet government en-